
 

 
 

OPEN 
 

 
PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
11 March 2025 

 
 
PRESENT: 

  
Labour Group 
Councillor G Jones (Chair), Councillor D Shepherd (Vice-Chair) 
Councillors I Hudson, A Jones, G Rhind, K Storey, A Tilley and N Tilley 

 
Conservative Group 

Councillors K Haines, A Kirke and D Muller. 
 
Non-Grouped 
Councillor A Wheelton 
 
Liberal Democrats 
Councillor J Davies 

 
PL/177 APOLOGIES 
  
 The Committee was informed apologies had been received from Councillor(s)  

 
PL/178 TO RECEIVE THE OPEN MINUTES OF THE FOLLOWING MEETINGS: 
  
 The Open Minutes of Planning Committee meetings held on 03 December 2024 

were noted, approved as a true record and signed by the Chair.  
 

PL/179 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
  
 The Committee was informed that a Declaration of Interest had been received 

from Councillor D Muller regarding item PL88 by virtue of attending a meeting with 
the Applicant and the Applicant’s Agent. Councillor D Muller did not proffer an 
opinion at that meeting and would remain open minded when considering the 
application. 
 
The Committee was informed that a Declaration of Interest had been received 
from Councillor M Gotheridge regarding item PL88 by virtue of attending a 
meeting with the Applicant and the Applicant’s Agent. Councillor M Gotheridge did 
not proffer an opinion at that meeting and would remain open minded when 
considering the application. 

 
PL/180 QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL PURSUANT TO COUNCIL 

PROCEDURE RULE NO.11 
 
 The Committee was informed that no questions had been received. 
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MATTERS DELEGATED TO COMMITTEE 
 
PL/181 REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR – PLACE AND PROSPERITY 
 
 The Executive Director- Place and Prosperity submitted reports for consideration 

and determination by the Committee and oral reports were presented at the 
Meeting to update Members as necessary. Consideration was then given thereto, 
and decisions were reached as indicated. 

  
PL/182 INSTALLATION AND OPERATION OF AN ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM 

(ESS) INCLUDING ENERGY STORAGE UNITS, SUBSTATION, SITE 
ACCESS, CABLE CONNECTION, LANDSCAPING AND ANCILLARY 
INFRASTRUCTURE AT FAIRFIELDS FARM, ROSLISTON ROAD, WALTON-
ON-TRENT, SWADLINCOTE, DE12 8LR – DMPA/2024/0789 

  
 The Committee was advised that Members had attended a site visit earlier in the 

day. 
 
The Head of Planning addressed the Committee and reiterated the advice shared 
with Members following the BESS training.  
 
The Senior Planning Officer addressed the Committee and presented the report 
advising of late items from the Wildlife Trust who had no objections to the 
proposed mitigations for the Skylarks that would be included in the Section 106 
Agreement and the amended redline plan to allow for Biodiversity Net Gain. The 
Committee was requested to consider amendments to condition 2 following 
comments received from the Economic Development Officer.  
 
It was noted that there had been a number of significant objections received from 
residents and three Parish Councils. The Senior Planning Officer outlined the 
report highlighting the key aspects. 
 
An Objector and the Applicant attended the meeting and addressed the 
Committee in regard to the Application. 
 
As Local Ward Member, Councillor Wheelton addressed the Committee and 
raised concerns on behalf of local residents that included the loss of farming land 
for tenant farmers, the enormity of the project, access, cabling, flood risks, the fire 
hydrant and the loss of Best and Most Versatile land.  
 
The Senior Planning Officer advised the Committee that there was not yet any 
detail regarding the location of the fire hydrant, but had been requested as part of 
conditions 30 and 31. It was explained that there would be a water attenuation 
valve and sealed pods to deal with surface water runoff and there were mitigation 
plans that would be conditioned via the Section 106 Funding Agreement. 
 
Councillor Davies addressed the Committee and raised concerns regarding fire 
risk and the release of toxins into the air and watercourses, highways and flooding, 
the gradient of the land and the impact on protected species.  
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Members discussed the application and raised concerns regarding the lack of 
detail about the fire management system, operating noise, the lack of 
decommission details, the loss of Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land, the 
harmful impact on the rural landscape and protected species, flood risks and 
noted that it was contrary to the adopted Local Plan. 

  
 RESOLVED: 

That planning permission be refused contrary to the recommendations in 
the report of the Executive Director – Place and Prosperity due to: The 
unacceptable loss of Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land contrary to 
policies BNE4 and BNE5 of the adopted Local Plan and the adverse effect 
on rural landscape character contrary to policy BNE4 and SD6 of the 
adopted Local Plan. 

  
PL/188 THE ERECTION OF TWO THREE BEDROOMED DWELLINGS AND 

ASSOCIATED PARKING AND LANDSCAPING ON LAND OFF TRENT LANE, 
KINGS NEWTON, MELBOURNE – DMPA/2024/1585 

  
 The Committee was advised that Members had attended a site visit earlier in the 

day. 
 
The Planning Delivery Team Leader presented the report noting that a similar 
application had gone to appeal which was dismissed. The key aspects of the 
application were outlined by the Planning Delivery Team Leader. 
 
Councillor Muller addressed the Committee and requested deferral to allow further 
discussions with the applicant. 

  
 RESOLVED: 

That planning permission be deferred to allow for further discussion with 
the applicant. 

  
PL/189 THE VARIATION OF CONDITION NO. 3 OF PERMISSION REF. 

DMPA/2023/0579 FOR THE INSTALLATION OF FLOODLIGHTING SYSTEM 
TO THE NORTHERN MOST TENNIS COURTS AT MELBOURNE SPORTS 
PAVILION, COCKSHUT LANE, MELBOURNE, DERBY, DE73 8DG 
DMPA/2024/1627 

  
 The Planning Delivery Team Leader addressed the Committee and present the 

report outling the key aspects of the application. It was noted that the application 
was before Committee as South Derbyshire District Council was the landowner. 
 
A Supporter attended the meeting and addressed the Committee on behalf of the 
Applicant with regard to the Application. 
 
Members considered the report and supported the officer’s recommendations. 

  
 RESOLVED: 

That planning permission be approved as per the recommendations in the 
report of the Executive Director – Place and Prosperity. 
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PL/190 THE INSTALLATION OF AN EXTERNALLY APPLIED WALL INSULATION 

(EWI) WITH A RENDER FINISH AND SOLAR PANELS AT 4 GORSEY LEYS, 
OVERSEAL, SWADLINCOTE, DE12 6JE DMPA/2024/1447 

  
 The Planning Delivery Team Leader addressed the Committee and presented the 

report outlining the key aspects of the application. It was noted that the application 
was before Committee as South Derbyshire District Council was the Applicant. 
 
Members considered the report and supported the officer’s recommendations.  

  
 RESOLVED: 

That planning permission be approved as per the recommendations in the 
report of the Executive Director – Place and Prosperity. 

 
PL/191 APPEALS 
 The Committee noted the planning appeal decisions in relation to the following 

applications: 
   

 
Reference Place Ward Outcome Decision level 

DMPA/2024/0681   Melbourne Melbourne Dismissed  Committee 
DMPA/2024/0285 Aston on Trent Aston  No further action Delegated 

 
PL/192 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 (AS AMENDED BY THE LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985) 
   
 RESOLVED: 

That, in accordance with Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 
1972 (as amended), the press and public be excluded from the remainder of 
the Meeting as it was likely, in view of the nature of the business to be 
transacted or the nature of the proceedings, that there would be disclosed 
exempt information as defined in the paragraphs of Part 1 of the Schedule 
12A of the Act indicated in brackets after each item. 
 

PL/193 EXEMPT QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL PURSUANT TO 
COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE No 11. 

   
 The Committee was informed that no questions had been received. 

 
   
 The meeting terminated at 19:15hours.  

 
 COUNCILLOR G JONES 

 
 
 

CHAIR 
 


