
 

 

OPEN 
HOUSING & COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE (SPECIAL) 

 

06 January 2025 
PRESENT: 

 
Labour Group  
Councillor G Rhind (Chair), Councillor M Mulgrew (Vice-Chair) 
and Councillors: J Carroll, S Harrison, A Tilley (Substitute for Councillor 
A Haynes), L Mulgrew, B Stuart (Substitute for D Pegg), D Shepherd  
 
Conservative Group 
Councillors D Corbin, M Ford, J Lowe and J Patten. 
 
Liberal Democrats  
Councillor G Andrew (Substitute for Councillor J Davies). 
 
In Attendance 
Councillor A Wheelton 

 
HCS/43 APOLOGIES  
 The Committee was informed that apologies had been received from 

Councillor D Pegg and Councillor A Haynes (Labour Group) and 
Councillor J Davies (Liberal Democrats) 
 

HCS/44 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 The Committee noted that no Declarations of Interest had been 

received.    
HCS/45 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC UNDER COUNCIL  

PROCEDURE RULE NO 10 
 

 The Committee was informed that no questions from Members of the  
Public had been received. 
 

HCS/46 QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL UNDER COUNCIL  
PROCEDURE RULE NO 11 
 

 The Committee was informed that no questions from Members of the  
Council had been received. 

  
 

 MATTERS DELEGATED TO COMMITTEE 
  
HCS/47 SERVICE BASED BUDGETS 2025-26 
  
 The Head of Finance addressed the Committee and provided a 

summary of the report and sought approval of the recommendations. 
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Members considered the report and supported the officer’s 
recommendations. 
 

 RESOLVED: 
 1.1 The Committee considered the proposed revenue budget for 

Services within this Committee’s delegation, for 2025/26 as 
detailed in Appendix 1 of the report, and recommended to the 
Finance and Management Committee for recommendation to 
Council for approval.  
 

 1.2 The Committee considered the proposed fees and charges for 
2025/26 for Services within this Committee’s delegation, as 
detailed in Appendix 2 of the report, and recommended to the 
Finance and Management Committee for recommendation to 
Council for approval. 
 

 1.3 The Committee considered the proposed Capital budget for 
Services within this Committee’s delegation, for 2025/26 as 
detailed in Appendix 3 of the report, and recommended to the 
Finance and Management Committee for recommendation to 
Council for approval.  
 

   
HCS/48 HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT BUDGET 2025-26 

 The Head of Finance addressed the Committee and provided a 
summary of the report and sought approval of the recommendations. 
 
Members considered the report and supported the officer’s 
recommendations. 

  
 RESOLVED:  
 1.1 The Committee considered the options for Council House  

Rents and selected a preferred option pending Central  
Government’s announcement of the Social Housing rent cap  
for 2025/26 and recommended to Finance and Management  
Committee. 
 

 1.2 The Committee considered the revenue budget for the  
Housing Revenue Account (HRA) for 2025/26 as 
detailed in Appendix 1 of the report, and recommended to  
Finance and Management Committee for recommendation for  
Council approval. 
 

 1.3 The Committee considered the Capital Budget for Services  
within the Committee’s delegation, for 2025/26 as detailed in  
Appendix 2 of the report and recommend to Finance and  
Management Committee for approval. 

   
HCS/49 EMPTY HOMES POLICY AND STRATEGY  
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 The Executive Director – Environment and Communities addressed the 

Committee and provided a summary of the report and sought approval 
of the recommendations. 
 
Councillor A Wheelton raised concerns regarding properties under 
probate and sought clarification that residents/families would not be 
penalised due to the length of time it was taking.   
 
The Executive Director – Environment and Communities assured the 
Committee that residents would not be penalised.  
 
Members considered the report and supported the officer’s 
recommendations. 

  
 RESOLVED: 
 1.1 The Committee approved the adoption of the Empty Homes 

Policy, Empty Homes Strategy and Empty Homes Action Plan 
at Appendices A-C of the report. 
 

 1.2 The Committee approved Option 3, as set out in Appendix A of 
the Empty Homes Strategy as the approved Empty Homes 
delivery model. 

   
HCS/50 COMMITTEE WORK PROGRAMME 

 
 The Executive Director – Environment and Communities presented the 

work programme to the Committee. 
 

 RESOLVED: 
 

1.1 The Committee considered and approved the updated work  
programme. 

 
HCS/51 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 (AS AMENDED BY THE LOCAL  

GOVERNMENT [ACCESS TO INFORMATION] ACT 1985) 
 

 The Chairman may therefore move: 
That, in accordance with Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government 
Act 1972 (as amended), the press and public be excluded from the 
remainder of the Meeting as it is likely, in view of the nature of the 
business to be transacted or the nature of the proceedings, that 
there would be disclosed exempt information as defined in the 
paragraphs of Part 1 of the Schedule 12A of the Act indicated in 
brackets after each item. 
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 ANY EXEMPT QUESTIONS RECEIVED BY MEMBERS OF THE 
COUNCIL PURSUANT TO COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE NO 11 
 

 The Committee was informed that no exempt questions from 
Members of the Council had been received. 
 

 ENVIRONMENT AND COMMUNITIES STAFFING  
 RESOLVED: 

 
The Committee approved the recommendations of the report.  
 

 REVIEW OF HOUSING STRUCTURE  
 RESOLVED: 

 
The Committee approved the recommendations of the report.  
 

  
 

The Meeting terminated at 19:00 hours. 
 
 

COUNCILLOR G RHIND 
 
 
 
 
 

Chair 


	Conservative Group

